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WA)t grrfraeoltigtral K o u r n a L 

SEPTEMBER, 1849. 

ON THE ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, AND OTHER EARTHWORKS, 
BETWEEN THE TEES AND THE SWALE, IN THE NORTH 
RIDING OF THE COUNTY OF YORK. 

THE district of Yorkshire, situated between the Tees and 
the Swale, between Darlington on the north, ancl Richmond 
on the south, was one of the most important military positions 
occupied by the Romans in the north of Britain. It is in 
this district that the great Roman road, which may be 
traced through the county 111 a continuous line, from Don-
caster to Catterick, separates into two branches, one of 
which, passing by Greta Bridge and Bowes, proceeded to 
Carlisle (Luguvallium), the other crossing the Tees at Pierse 
Bridge, was continued to Newcastle (Pons yElii). These two 
lines of communication, by which the south of England was 
thus connected both with the eastern and western extre-
mity of the Roman Wall, may be still very clearly traced, 
from their point of divergence a little north of Catterick, 
throughout the whole of their course northward through 
Yorkshire ; and the site and scale of the camps by which 
they were defended are most clearly indicated by the remains 
at Catterick, Greta Bridge, Pierse Bridge, and Bowes.

1 

The extent, the preservation, and the historical importance 
of these monuments of Roman occupation, well deserve the 
study of the archaeologist; but this part of Yorkshire has 
other special claims on his attention. 

1 The maps to which the following ob-
servations refer, were made at the desire 
of the Duke of Northumberland, under the 
direction of Mr. C. Newton, of the Depart-
ment of Antiquities, British Museum. 
Great advantages were derived from the 
use of maps in possession of his Grace, and 
of the Earl of Zetland; from those of Sir 

VOL. V I . 

William Lawson, as well as from his local 
knowledge ; from those of Mr. Gilpin of 
Sudbury ; from the Tithe Maps under the 
care of the Ven. Archdeacon Headlarn, 
and the clergy of the Archdeaconry of 
Richmond. In the derivation of names 
of places, assistance was rendered by 
Mr. Just, of Bury, Lancashire. 

β G 
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214 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, AND EARTHWORKS, 

The district, which has been already described as situate 
between the Tees ancl the Swale, is traversed throughout 
this whole space by a vast dike, or line of earthworks, 
which extends, with more or less of continuity, from Easby 
on the Swale to Barforth' on the Tees, passing in its course 
some entrenchments of a singular kind, at Stanwick ancl 
Forcett. 
It is proposed in this memoir, to give some account of the 

whole of these early remains ; commencing with the Roman 
roads ancl camps. We shall then proceed to trace the course 
of the dike, offering some conjectures as to its origin and 
purpose. A notice of some other camps and earthworks in 
the district, of uncertain period, will conclude the memoir. 

The shape of the whole district is that of an irregular 
triangle, containing between sixty and seventy square miles ; 
the south-west boundary of which, as will be seen by the 
accompanying General Map, may be defined by a line drawn 
from the junction of the Greta and the Tees to Barn-
ingham, passing over the elevated moorlands of Crumma and 
Feldorn to Richmond, ancl continued from this spot to 
Catterick along the course of the Swale. The River Tees 
itself may be taken as the north-west limit; and the east 
side of the triangle is formed by the Roman Way from 
Catterick Bridge to Pierse Bridge. 
The valley of Gilling, which runs up from Catterick in a 

north and west direction, appears to have been taken advan-
tage of by the Romans as a line of defence on the south of 
their road to Greta Bridge, to which it forms an enormous 
ditch ; and, at the same time that this road overlooks the 
Gilling Yalley, it forms a triangle with the other Roman Way, 
on the eastward, and the course of the Tees ; within this 
smaller triangle lie the entrenchments at Stanwick and 
Forcett, to which we have already alluded. 
The whole of this area from the moorlands on the south 

to the Tees on the north is completely commanded by Two 
posts of observation ; the elevated and rounded hill of 
Diclerston, situated on the north side of the Roman Way to 
Greta Bridge, and nearly in the centre of the whole district, 
and the Camp at Cauldwell, which is placed about the centre 
of the smaller triangle formed by the Roman Roads ancl 
River Tees. 
We shall now proceed to trace the Roman Road which 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .215 

forms the east side of our triangle, commencing at the south 
extremity, near to Catterick Bridge. 

Most writers on the Roman antiquities at Catterick have 
placed the station of Cataractonium2 in Thornbrough3 

Pasture ; but it remained for Sir William Lawson, the present 
proprietor of this spot, to discover the foundations, and thus 
to place the site beyond doubt. The station appears to have 
been placed on a gently rising ground, on the south bank of 
the Swale, about 180 yards above Catterick Bridge, in a field 
known as Thornbrough Pasture. 

About half of the east wall has been uncovered, from about 
the centre to the south-east angle, which is rounded off ; 
thence in continuation, the south Avail has been laid bare by 
digging, as far as the gateway, on which the road from 
Aldborough (Isurium) runs in a straight line, as may be traced 
across the fields. The remains, consisting of two or three 
courses of masonry, standing on the foundation course, are 7 ft. 
6 in. in thickness, and without slope, as far as can be seen at 
present; the length on each front that has been opened, may 
be about 90 yards, ancl the depth of the excavation from 
2 to 3 feet below the surface. The bearings of these founda-
tions run in the direction of the four cardinal points, by 
compass, ancl the north wall must run nearly parallel to 
the course of the River Swale. 

The Roman Way from Isurium forms at the gateway an 
angle with the south front; and that in continuation towards 
the north leaves the north front at the same angle, the two 
roads forming an angle of 150°, with the " "^'"ktf point towards 
the west; the east front consequently has been drawn at 
right angles to the line bisecting this angle of the roads.4 How 
far the walls extended to the westward is yet to be discovered; 
but, from an irregular line of defence which has been uncovered, 
ancl which commences about the same distance from the south 
gate, that the gate is from the south-east angle, it seems 
probable that the gate where the road entered, will be found 
to be in the centre of the front. 

Should this be the case, the camp will have been com-

2 Probably derived from Oaer-dar-ich, 
Brit.,—Camp on the water. 

The frequency of the occurrence of 
the word Thorn, (Tlior) at places of 
defence, renders it probable that the 
camps were dedicated to the Norse Deity. 

4. The Roman Station at Lincoln appears 
to have been formed at an angular point 
of the Roman Way in a similar manner ; 
though at Lincoln the angular point is 
towards the east. 
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2 1 6 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, A N D EARTHWORKS, 

mandecl by the higher ground above on the west; but this, 
construction may have been adopted perhaps to secure a 
moderate descent from the north gate to the river. 

Should the above conjecture as to the position of the other 
angles prove correct, the sides will be relatively 240, and 175 
yards, and the area within the walls of the station about 9 acres. 
The remains that have been from time to time discovered 
at Thornbrough, are in themselves sufficient evidence that a 
Roman camp, as well as a town, has been placed here. In 
Whitaker's Richmondshire (ii., p. 24), are engravings of two 
portions of columns with their bases, resembling those recently 
dug up at Aldborough, and which probably formed part of a 
temple. As early as the reign of Charles I. a large bronze 
caldron, full of Roman 3rd brass coins, was discovered on this 
spot ; the caldron is preserved at Brough Hall, but the coins 
have disappeared. Sir William Lawson possesses a number of 
other interesting Roman antiquities found on the site of the 
camp, among which may be particularly mentioned two lions, 
sculptured in stone, and probably of a late period, and two 
bronze fibulae, exhibited in the Museum of the Archaeological 
Institute at the York Meeting. Representations of these 
ornaments, probably of early Saxon date, are here submitted 
to the reader. (See Woodcuts, half orig. size.) Horsley 
found no inscriptions at Thornbrough, but one has been 
discovered since, dedicated to the " Dea Syria."5 Traces 
of the Roman Road, where it left the station on the north, 
are visible in the black earth on the edge of the river, 
and in a slight elevation on the opposite bank. In proceeding 
to the north it joins the present road at about a mile from 
Catterick Bridge, and coincides with it till we come to the 
second mile-stone, where the present road deviates a little to 
the eastward and shortly rejoins it again. The Way continues 
straight to about 300 yards to the north of Scotch Corner, 
where the traces of the Roman Road, from Greta Bridge, 
have been found to fall in at a farm called Violet6 Grange ; 
here the road to Pierse Bridge, makes a bend to the east-
ward, at right angles to the line from Greta Bridge, and 
about a quarter of a mile in length. This spot is about 510 
feet above the sea. 

s Whitaker's Richmondshire, ii., pp. 19 
—24. 

r> Whether this very unusual name may-
be derived from the Roman " Via," and 

have marked the intersection of these roads 
at this point, is left for the consideration 
of the philologist. 
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S A X O N FIBULIE F O U N D N E A R CATTERICK B R I D G E . 

Sa,xon Fibula found near Catterick Bridge 
(Length, inches.) 

Bronze Cruciform Fibula, in the possession of Sir William Lawscn, Bart. 
Found at Thornbrough, near Catterick Bridge, Yorkshire. 

(Length, 5 inches.) 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .217 

On the north of this place; and on a line bisecting the right-
angle just mentioned, at the distance of about 220 yards, are 
the remains of a tumulus, which, as far as could be judged 
from cursory examination and inquiry on the spot, seemed to 
be ancient. It is probable, that, when this was at its original 
height, Cataractonium to the south, Hang Bank on the north, 
and the hill of Diderston on the north-west, may have been 
visible from its top; it would thus have served as a convenient 
signal post. At about a quarter of a mile north of the point 
of intersection the road makes a counter bend so as to point 
due north; it is difficult to explain the necessity for this 
second angle, for, though the original change to the westward 
was required in order to reach the favourable ford over the 
Tees at Pierse Bridge, this deviation would have been more 
readily accomplished had a straight line been drawn from 
the point of intersection to Pierse Bridge, than by the double 
bend adopted in this instance, for which the nature of the 
ground does not suggest any reason. 

In proceeding northward towards Pierse Bridge, the Roman 
Way was to the right of the present road, and distant from it 
about its own breadth, and, as Horsley observes, " continues 
visible,"7 though the stones have been nearly all taken to mend 
the modern road. It is indicated on the map by a dotted 
line. Between Kneeton and Hang Bank it falls in with the 
pjesent road, and continues along it till we come within 
about 150 yards of Hang Bank, where the present road, and 
probably the ancient one, turns aside to the eastward to avoid 
the hill, regaining the line a little below the bank, and crossing 
to the westward to avoid a small stream at Springs Bridge, 
regaining the line again about 130 yards beyond Springs 
Bridge.8 Thence it crosses Wath Bridge at about 290 feet 
above the sea, and, rising to a height of 325 feet at Loesy 
Cross, continues the same straight line to within 500 yards 
of the Tees, where it bends to the eastward, coinciding with the 
present road, to within 180 yards of the river; thence the 
Roman line seems to have continued straight down the narrow 
lane and over the ford to a hollow way, which now forms the 
boundary between G-ainforcl and Carlbury.9 See the Plan of 
Pierse Bridge Camp in the accompanying illustrations. 

' Brit. Romana, p. 401. 
8 One of the men employed in making 

the causeway at this place, some years 
since, informed us, that the Roman work 
was found considerably below the surface. 

9 The occurrence of this name so near 
to the Roman Camp, renders it probable 
that the Britons called the place Caer, and 
that the Saxons added their own word 
Buri/—a "Camp." 
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218 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, AND EARTHWORKS, 

Thus it appears that the Roman "Way did not pass through 
the station at Pierse Bridge ; but Mr. Denham of that place, 
who has paid considerable attention to the antiquities of the 
village, affirms, that in dry weather the mark of a way may 
be seen across the field called the Tofts, to the Roman Road. 
In descending the hill from the turnpike gate towards Pierse 
Bridge, at a spot where the modern road branches off to 
Cliffe Hall, a Roman monumental slab, with an inscription, 
was recently found, in lowering the bank to join the Roman 
Way. A representation of this slab will be given hereafter. 

We have now traced this road to the most northern limit 
of our. map, the River Tees ; thence it is continued with more 
or less interruption to Vinovium (Bincliester). 

Returning to the point of divergence at Scotch Corner, 
which we have already noticed, Ave find that the Greta Bridge 
line of road runs through the farm called Violet Grange, and 
falling into the .present road at the turnpike - gate, continues 
straight for about 600 yards further; at which point it is 
about 600 feet above the sea. 

Here the line makes a bend of about four degrees towards 
the north. It was probably here that Dr. Iiorsley considered 
the road to turn towards Catterick Bridge.1 

About 300 yards beyond this last mentioned place, the 
Roman Way, which continues to coincide with the present 
road, crosses the road from Melsonby to Gilling. 

On reaching Diderston it runs about 300 yards south of 
that very remarkable hill, between it and Black Hill; these, 
it is presumed are the two spots alluded to by Dr. Horsley 
clS cl tumulus on the east side, and an exploratory fort on 
the west.2" 

Though Black Hill is a commanding position, there does 
not appear to have been any entrenchments made on i t ; but 
Diderston probably has had some addition on its summit, 
whether for sepulchral or exploratory purposes. 

This hill has been conjectured by Mr. Cade3 to be the 
Wilfares Dun of Bede, which opinion may be strengthened 

by the derivation the name admits of from the British,— 
' Wylfa-dun,—the watch-hill. 

1 " This hranch has generally been 
thought to strike into the other branch 
about two or three miles north from Cat-
terick Bridge ; the present highway does 
so in fact, and this 110 doubt has occa-
sioned the mistake. For the Roman Way, 

after the modem has left it, proceeds as 
nearly as I could judge, directly to Thorn-
brough, still continuing large and conspi-
cuous."—Brit. Romana, p. 401. 

2 Idem. 
3 Archaelogia, vol. x., p. 55. 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .219 

About 1100 yards to the east of Diderston Hill is an 
entrenched spot with the ruins of some building on it, called 
Grange Castle. 

In the parish register of Melsonby at an early, period 
(1587) an entry occurs frequently of " Didersey4 Grange," 
which is supposed to refer to this enclosure. 

Prom the appearance of the entrenchment it would seem 
to have been a Roman camp to defend the signal post; but, 
as- the masonry has been decided by a competent judge to be 
medieval, we must suppose the building to have been con-
structed subsequently to the camp ; this is the more probable, 
as the foundations do not extend over the whole of the 
interior of the work, nor touch the rampart in any part, 

This appears to be the " square platform, with a small 
one in the middle resembling a table, both of which are 
entrenched," mentioned by Warburton;5 but, if by his 
" larger piece of ground entrenched in the figure of a triangle 
on the south-west of the above," he meant the elevated spot 
called Gilling Bank, this seems to have nothing more on it 
than the rubbish from a quarry. 

At Diderston the Way gains its greatest altitude, being 
670 feet above the sea; and a change in the line takes place 
of about' two degrees to the northward. This inclination is 
still further continued in order to pass the stream at Mains 
Gill, the modern road coinciding in the bench On the top of 
Dunsey Bank the altitude is about 610 feet above the sea; 
here the road bears still further to the north, till it has 
descended part of the hill, when it bears away south towards 
Smallways, to pass the brook with the advantage of higher 
ground, and a better foundation than could have been found 
by continuing the straight line. 

At 120 yards beyond Smallways the modern road returns 
to the original line, and we must suppose that the Roman 
Way followed the same course, for there are no traces of any 
other line,, 

Thence with small deviations it runs to Greta6 Bridge, 
and probably passed the river a little below the present 

^ This name is spelt in various ways, 
Diderston, Diddersley, and Didersey ; in 
Domesday we find, " Malsanabi and Dir-
dreston." The height of Diderston Hill is 
about 700 feet above the sea. 

Its derivation is possibly from the 

British ' Y-drc-dwi,—the " Home near the 
hill," or the "Camp. " 

s Lansdowne MSS., 911.—Pp. 164-5. 
c Perhaps the name of this river may 

be derived from Giiota—" Pebbles,"—(old 
Norse, or Danish) and JF,—a " Stream." 
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2 2 0 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, A N D EARTHWORKS, 

bridge, though there is not any appearance of it in the banks 
of the stream. 

Had the Way traversed the camp through the east gate, 
which is still visible, it must have deviated from the line for 
that purpose, which was not the case at Pierse Bridge, neither 
is there any appearance on the banks of the Tutta Stream to 
lead to a supposition that the road had issued at the western 
gate. (See the Plan of Greta Camp, in the plate at page 217.) 

It is therefore probable that it kept the line of the present 
road, under Rokeby Wall, to the end of the Park, and then 
took its new direction towards Bowes, (Lavatrse) entering 
that station at the north gate. 

Iiorsley says, " The fort itself has not reached within the 
Park, but the Military Way has gone through it, and crossed 
the Greta a little below the present bridge, and falls in again 
with the high road, at a house a little south of Greta Bridge," 
— " It leaves the fort about a furlong or two on the south-
ward side."7 

No signs of this are visible in the Park, nor could any 
traditional account of it be met with in the locality. 

For an account of the Roman inscriptions found at 
Rokeby, the reader is refeired to Iiorsley and Whitaker in 
their notices of this Station. With respect to the position of 
the camp, in regard to that at Pierse Bridge and Catterick 
Bridge, it may be remarked that they are placed nearer one 
another than is usual with Roman stations in Britain, which 
generally occur at intervals exceeding twelve miles ; and 
that in each case, the river is placed between the Romans 
and their enemies, the Brigantes; by such an arrangement of 
camps, any outbreak on the part of this powerful tribe would 
probably have been more easily suppressed than by any other 
mode of defence known to the Romans. 

It is further presumed, from the remains discovered at 
each place, that Pierse Bridge8 and Greta Bridge camps, 
were both inferior in construction, and probably long sub-
sequent to that of Cataractonium.9 And, on a careful 
examination of the remains, mentioned by Horsley, and 
other writers, with such as have been lately brought to light, 
it seems evident that this part of England was occupied by 
the Romans to a late period. 

' Brit. Roniana, p. 48fi. 
8 Pierse Bridge is the " Ad Tisam" of Ricliard of Cirencester. 

9 Whitaker's Richmondshire, i., p. 148. 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .221 

Having thus described the Roman Works within this 
triangular piece of country, we will now proceed to trace the 
course of the remarkable dike, which runs nearly north from 
the Swale to the Tees, and, though not in a straight line, is 
nearly parallel to the Roman Road which forms the east side 
of the triangle. Its entire course is laid down in the General 
Map to which we have already referred. Commencing on 
the south, it appears to have crossed the Swale at a place, 
called in the old boundary rolls of Richmond, Hind Wath, 
about three miles above Catterick Bridge, and half a mile 
below Richmond. 

The exact spot where it passed the river can only be 
inferred from the traces of the dike ; in the district on 
each side south of the river it is called Sixoris Loaning, and 
on the north, Road Dike,1 in the boundary rolls to which we 
have already referred. 

Ascending from the low ground, called Lowbackhouse 
Jug, where it is obscured by the alluvium of the valley, it 
suddenly appears in great strength and perfection as the 
boundary to the lands of St. Nicholas, where advantage of 
the ground lias been taken to form the rampart so as to be a 
defence against the east. This character the work maintains 
more or less the whole way, the dike on the west of the ditch 
being stronger than that on the east of it. 

About 350 yards from the Swale, it crosses the road from 
Richmond to Basby, and seems to have followed the course of 
the lane, on the west of the house called Sandford House, 
but it is here so obscured, that whether the lane occupies the 
space of the ditch, or of the rampart, it is impossible to say. 

At the end of the lane, it ascends Whitfield Pasture, 
forming the east boundary of it, and also of the Borough of 
Richmond ; here it is in great preservation, both dikes and 
ditch being frequently visible, and it is probable that this is 
the part referred to as Road Dike in the before-mentioned 
boundary roll. 

Crossing the road from Richmond to Skeeby it proceeds 
nearly straight up the fields, called in the maps of the 
property, the Gill Fields, which, it is presumed, were so called 
from the formidable ditch which thus traverses them. 

On gaining the summit of Breckon Fields, it runs about 
400 yards to the east of the Watch Tower, or Gazebo, called 

VOL. Y I . 
1 Clarkson's History of Richmond, p. 4 2.5. 
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222 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, AND EARTHWORKS, 

Oliver Ducket, and seems so placed as to command the 
ground to the eastward. At this point of its course it is 
about 600 feet above the sea, and an extensive and beautiful 
prospect may be seen from it; descending thence, it becomes 
obscure and obliterated by the plough for two fields, when it 
enters the grounds of Oliver Farm, and is known to the old 
people by the name of Oliver Gill. 

Through these grounds the whole work may be easily 
traced, till it descends to the small brook which flows from 
the plantations at Aske Hall, where it is obliterated for a 
short distance, and again appears tolerably perfect in a field 
called the Cow Pasture, or Gore Field, so called perhaps from 
the ditch. It is then lost in the low grounds as we approach 
Gilling. Had it proceeded straight from thence it would have 
passed the east end of the lane in Grilling, called Mill Gate ; 
but in that case it would have had to traverse ground which, 
before the modern drainage, must have been frequently sub-
merged ; and, as there are traces of a dike similar to it on 
the side of the road entering Gilling, on the borders of some 
fields, called collectively Antefortli, it is presumed that the 
dike took the line of the present road through Gilling, and 
maintaining its curve, was continued to the spot a little on 
the south of the farm called Kirklands, where remains of it 
are still visible. 

On crossing the Gilling Beck it would be 315 feet above 
the sea. Here the dike exists well preserved, having been 
planted with trees by the Vicar of Gilling, to whom, on the 
enclosure of Gaterley Moor, this portion was allotted. Fol-
lowing the line beyond his house for about 400 yards, we 
cross the Roman Way from Greta Bridge towards Catterick. 

Here the dike is about 600 feet above the sea. 
At this place we might expect to find some evidence to 

show whether the formation of the dike was prior to that of 
the road, but the entrenchment is so much obliterated on 
each side the road that this cannot be positively decided. 

The ground seems to show that the dike has been destroyed 
on each side to form the road; at the same time it must be 
remembered that the road has been in use for centuries as a 
high road to Carlisle and the north-west of England. 

Proceeding northwards, the traces of the ditch are very 
visible, and vestiges of the two dikes occasionally, where the 
fences cross it, by which they have been preserved. 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .223 

Before its enclosure this district was called Gaterley Moor, 
and the earthwork was called the " Double Dikes," from the 
perfect state of the entrenchment. Old people take pleasure 
in describing the height of the dikes, and the enormous 
depth of the ditch; all this is now levelled, nothing remains 
to test the accuracy of their memory but the crossing fences. 

Thence the dike proceeded to Melsonby, where are persons 
still living who can recollect and point out its course through 
the village, but the inquirer must rest satisfied with their 
accounts, for there are no traces to be seen. A little north 
of Melsonby, however, there are faint traces of the ditch in 
the field called Lady well, and after crossing the lane which 
leads to Upper Langdale, and following a short lane, through 
which it doubtless ran, we find traces of the ditch in the field 
beyond, easily to be distinguished from the more natural 
water-course which falls into it from the westward. From 
this place it becomes very visible, and, after making two con-
siderable angles, for which no apparent cause can be assigned, 
one to the westward, and another to the northward, it passes 
the farm called Lower Langdale, and, a little beyond, branches 
out into those singular entrenchments of which the origin and 
purpose have given rise to much ingenious conjecture. 

Over what space of ground these works originally extended 
cannot now be determined, but it is probable that they ori-
ginally included the abrupt angles at Langdale, which we 
have just mentioned. 

It is equally impossible to fix the precise point at which 
the dike entered these entrenchments, and where it issued 
from them to resume its course as a single line. 

But, as we draw near these earthworks from Langdale we 
find that at the south-east corner of the Park the dike is 
brought up to the angle of the earthwork in such a manner, 
that the rampart of the work serves as a traverse to the 
approaching line; and, supposing the dike to have been a 
road, this feature would seem to mark the spot where it 
entered the entrenchments from the south ; and, if we adopt 
the same kind of indication as our guide, the double and 
treble traverse approaching the Tofts' earthwork, from Forcett, 
would seem to have defended the entrance to the north. 

Not less are the difficulties in tracing the line of the dike 
beyond Forcett, where it appears to emerge from the entrench-
ments at a place near the village Pound. 
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224 ROMAN ROADS, CAMPS, AND EARTHWORKS, 

Yestiges, but of a somewhat questionable character, induce 
us to believe, that it may have proceeded, along the pathway 
by the road side to Eppleby, and thence into the Cow-pasture 
by the side of the road to Cauldwell, through which the 
footpath runs, and where remains of a ditch and two dikes 
are still visible ; but it must be observed that these faint and 
isolated traces are not necessarily connected, and that they 
are separated by a brook, at the ford, over which no marks 
of the dike are to be seen, though they might have been 
expected there had the main line proceeded in this 
direction. 

The farther course of the dike through Cauldwell, as laid 
down in the accompanying General Map, is purely conjectural, 
till we come to the Camp at Sowhill; in the field immediately 
south of this, the fence of the bridleway appears to have 
been placed on the mound, and the road probably runs in the 
ditch itself. 

The camp, which seems to have been a post of observation, 
is about 450 feet above the sea, but is so obliterated by the 
plough, as to make it difficult to say whether it has been in 
the form of a square or an ellipse. 

It is about 90 yards square ; near it is a spring, and the 
spot is called Old Cauldwell. 

North of this spot, the dike cannot be traced along the 
bridleway ; but, an old man named Thomas Eland, of High 
Close, states that he remembers destroying a large dike in 
the field to the west of his house, traces of which are still 
visible, and we may therefore conjecture that the line passed 
in this direction. 

North of High Close, traces begin to reappear, which are 
laid clown in another of our illustrations. (See the Plan of the 
supposed course of the Dike from this point to the Tees.) On 
the west side of the fields called the Cross Close we find a 
fence standing on a bank, and a little farther a ditch partially 
filled up, with remains of a dyke running sometimes on one 
side of it, sometimes on the other, accompanied by an old 
footpath. Here the traces become more distinct, and the 
dikes with the included ditch are very visible, forming a 
curve to descend to the ford over the Tees opposite Gainford ; 
and it is within the remembrance of people now living, that 
the ditch has been filled up which ran through the garden at 
the back of the cottage known as the Boat-house at this ford. 
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IN THE NORTH RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. .360 

It has been supposed that the present road from the ford 
to Eppleby (See the Plan), which is paved, is connected with 
this line, but its construction noway resembles any part of the 
ancient dike ; nor is it probable that any way over the ford 
is now to be traced, as the river is much too powerful during 
floods to have left remains of a causeway constructed in 
ancient times.2 

The last place where we have any trace of the dike in 
Yorkshire, is the top of the Cliff. This appears at an early 
period to have been scraped down and made precipitous for 
a considerable space ; and on the mound called " the Chapel 
Garth," which commands a considerable view both up and 
down the river, has probably stood a castle or watch-tower 
to defend this passage. 

H E N R Y M A C L A U C H L A N . 

{To he continued.) 

In publishing this valuable Memoir, the Central Committee of the Institute wish at 
the same time to express their thanks for the great services rendered to Archaeology 
by his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, not only in furthering generally the objects 
of the Institute, but more especially by originating and promoting researches relative to 
British and Roman Yorkshire. They would, above all, take this occasion to record, and 
most gratefully to acknowledge, the act of noble liberality which has placed at the 
disposal of the Institute the survey of a part of the North Riding, between the Tees and 
the Swale, recently prepared with the utmost care and ability by Mr. Maclauchlan, by 
his Grace's order. 

The Committee regret that "they are unable at present to engrave this Map in a 
manner worthy of the accurate and beautiful execution of the original. In this 
Memoir more illustration has not been attempted than is compatible with the 
limits of this journal; and the principal object has been to call attention to the 
remarkable vestiges of early occupation in the part of Yorkshire in which Mr. 
Maclauchlan's researches have been made, and to induce archaeologists to examine 
more closely the system of military defences to which these remains appear to belong. 
At a future period the Committee hope to publish the whole of Mr. Maclauchlan's 
plans on an adequate scale, together with other valuable illustrations of antiquities from 
the same district, kindly contributed by the Duke of Northumberland ; and they trust 
that they will ultimately be enabled to complete that History of British and Roman 
Yorkshire, originally undertaken by the Institute at his Grace's suggestion, and of which 
the general outline was traced out at their meeting at York. 

2 Mr. J. R . Walbran says, " In dry 
weather, I have seen in the Tees at Gain-
ford a track of large rough stones ridged 
up towards the centre, which is connected 
with an elevated paved road which may 
be traced southward towards Forcett, and 

probably is of the same age as the Scots 
Dike, and other earthworks in the parish 
of Forcett."—MS. notices communicated 
to the Archaeological Institute at their 
meeting in York, 1847. 
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